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OPPOSITE Sitling in fresd o aa old
IFsh armare illed wikh her sigrabon
ceramics, desigaer and atyll Cary
Mowell RS & vise a5 Ber curious
dachshunds, Bisow and Waody, walch.
THIS PAGE Cary and her huskand,
Tom, restomed their 2, 700-seeare-fool
California homae o beok Blke an old

s T Cotlage on ihe sulside, eside,
thary npened up the reams and vaulted
thee eaibisgs to gain wisual volume.

AN ARTIST WITH A LOVE OF SIN
CALIFORNIA COTTAGE

BYPE

{UMBER ON HER
RIC, AND RBAPER.
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SHORTLY AFTER MOVING o cheir

Rogs, California, hame in 1989, then-newlywaods
Cary and Tom MNowell settled into the bazement oo
await the birth of their son, Peter, and the rebirth
of thedr wgocottage, Although the house was modest
in size, Tom, an architect, envisioned open rooms
and a greater relationship berwesn the house

and its lot, which is surrcunded by towering
Callformia redwood trees, The couple gutoed the
place, vaulting the ceilings, replacing windows and
doors, and renovating the kiechen and bathrooms,
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Cary. “But belicve it or not, life was blissful. We
were young and lving by the glow of candlelighs
during my entire pregnancy.”

Twio years later, the couple added a master
bedroom suite and a second child. Then, Cary put

TESE A CAréer as the owner and créative vision
behind her children's clothing company to raise
ner children. Always the consummabe designer,
Cary focused on the interior of their home, filling it
with French furnishings purchased over a lifetime
of trips to France, She displayed the artwork of
fer three siblings and mother, all fine artists, on
her walls, Then one day, inspired by 3-year-old
daughter Abigail's infatuation with her own age,
on awhim Cary stepped Into “one of those paint-
it-yourself ceramic shops,” whete she painted a
Tvamber 3 onto a tile, The graphic, simple numies
captured Cary's creative attention. She continued
(o explore typography and calligraphy,. painting
letters and numbers onto cetamic platas, platters,
and vases, and later silk pillows and antigue
French documents, “For me, it's about the quality
of a marnber of letter. [t doesn't have to be personally
significant to be interesting,” Cary says. "Itz the
fluidity of the handwriting that inspires me."

Today, she zees the writing on the wall—literally
with her own framed art showcasing her signarure,
stylized oype, "My art and Interiors ane inseparable,”
says Cary. “It's a layer ef what | love and wholam ™

pieces she rohabbed with paint or fabeic. & v2
than Lirge upholshered provids

Cary’s own artwork hangs in the dining area.
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1) The materials the comple chote for the Biny kitchen are simple yet timedess:
whele cabisets, bulcher-block cousers, and honed marble. Awning-styls windows
i [Fe Wichen and [broughoed Ihe house open Bo 20 degrees and wene chasen so
the Mowells could keok up at tha 150:fool redwasd traai.

) The dining Labde is 3 long. nanmow Irigh antique that seats 12, Gary intentionally
Enmalched e chairs: *l love inberchangeabde pieces.” sho says. “That way
everything weeks for every spaca.”

1) Because they live i a lemperate climate, Tom and Cary uss thelr flagstons
patio, locabed just off the dning room, six monkhs of the year,

aPPOSITE Cary displays a few of her favorite ceramics from Spain, Turkiry, amd
Frarce on a French Bable in the living reom. Sha rehabbed the tabla by paating
fihe lower portion white and leaving the lop rabural,
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1y Yellow and while ixbrics ane piled high on this chipped wooden chair,
punchased from a frend for 350, From the French deors beyond, Tom cam check
o his ganden of fomaloes, squash, chaed, befries, and perennial bloomers.

2) Cary paisied "mesci® on this sl boudair pillow, the focal point for the bed,
%) Cary and Tom Mowell say thelr suney. quiet refreat is at its best when the
winsiiows are open and good friends shop by for 3 relaeed dinner on the patia
OFPFOSITE The masier Bedroom suite addition was inllueaced by cottape-styie
arckifpchure, including e pilched rood and cxposed beams, Cary blends some
of har Eevoribe elessents ol detipn: meubsal iabncs: natural materials. such as
sisal and wewen hyacints: and touches of galvanized metal with small Freech
park fabes. Tre while wisg chair, whine Cary's tather read his daldy papar. is a
semlimenlal favorfe. A pew slipoover made from white dock fakric and simple

plaals kelps it blend mowith its rew decor, @
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