=

i

omes

and Gardens.

MARCH 2010 BHG.COM

S |

1 Flr
r'_r



A stately Victorian morphs into a warm, laid-back
space with a family-hub kitchen at its center.
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Canal and Jon Knorpp and 5ons GIFTn and Jadk, coposie, nang our on the fromt sbeps of their Larkspar,
California, home. In the '-:I"'ﬁ'_'.' FOCM, OrENge aNd CNODRETE DRoWT 30PN Sand OUT against the hght backaron
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On any given day, Carol
Knorpp has a full house. With
two energetic sons, a lively
labradoodle, and a pair of
eppy kittens, the central
nallway in her farnllly’s 121 = N —
5ee5 MOTe than a Ittle fOOt mhm it s o o Carol
traffic. You’d think that kind commen goal whenit came to renovat-
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" . 8 . . “Nothing makes vou run from
belong in a historic Victorian. formality ke house full ofboys and
pets,” says Carol, a remasdeling designer.
Jon agrees, “People generally think of
Victorians as estentatious and a bt frilly,
and that's not whowe are,” he says. “We
wanted something simple and functional
and attractive”

The -:u:luplr.- hired architect Ken
Linsteadt to dissect the house and put it
back together in a form more befitting a
modern family, including sons Jack, 15,
and Griffin, 12, First an the list was a new
apen kitchen that could act as a family
hub. They sacrificed a large formal
dining room in the back of the house o
gain more space in the kitchen fora
banquette, where the Krorpps now eat
mast of their meals, The old master
Bedroam becane a !';Lmi]:,.- roarm, and Jon
and Carol’s bedroom moved upstairs into
the former attic,

Bleached recveled white oak floors
throughout the house lighten and unite
the rooms, Linsteadt removed old doors
and enlarged the doorways along the
central hall, opening the spaces. The
home's decorative cosings are counter-
balanced by more rustic woaches
elsewhere—such as 8-inch random-
plank paneling on many of the walls and
ceilings, and wooden windows with
unpainted jambs. The book 55 a bit
modern Belgian, a bit urban farmhbouse.

Carol spent two years hand -picking
every detail to complete that look—frem
bigzht fixtures to tilex. =1 always cncour-
age my clients to push the envelope, and
1 had to take my own advice on this
howse,” she ays,
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“There’s nothing | love more than bping in the
kitchen, watching the boys do their homework at the
= banquette, with the dogand cats ruhning circles

arﬂuhﬂ theisland. TF&E IfEREn 1S ouk real Ming room.”
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try this at home
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Create nocks and crannies for
Forage. Lailt-ina asbnguide Bhe
banquette create storage for breakiast
dishes, albsinw right, An slectrical outhe
allcress for & smiall belevislon 10 be
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valaably Oounter space. Mot i the
Fhoea I & Slorage Cubby' Tor & bsnader
page 61, one of the most vwiowsrd
applances t0 store and rebricve

Milx industrial slemert with
traditional deslgn. The ehes sbo

Tk, (DepeTR o R T
® .II 3 L4
C u; wly i
C L v s
h n . ¥

¥ yowsr EChe i 6wt Dy Faiory 3
few off your calbemety plaaa-frong,
Cppoate. That wiry, you can il
perLonalivy kewdl ok o the Lbebf
L ot il 0 Far 5 b ohotds 5
hasa-fromt, refrigerates.” e Carol ©
bl L I Pyl B L T SN T
ki3 g a -5 g il T EDGT wWAlh P
Eepirled, Dot v sadd 30 raach character
oy ey e e, | therk ™
Ot T dirdasmidd Indtedd of
Cbarartry Debhow tha CoumteTE. [T
L eeD YOh obh. DA, B

1 Crgaried ard etk resch




Meow windowd facing souch, right, tale in the
whiw Ehat corinced Jon and Carol to sphurge
of Cofmesrting the attic im0 a master sulte, “We
anguished over thas decision” says Jon. “You
couldn have imagined anything up here but
mice. But ore day we cimbed a ladder and sat
whene our bedroom woald be, and watching the
surset that night, we decided to go for it
Horzoreal squane-edge pansling, above, ghes
the new space 3 pleasing sense of age. @

T Frapvivge irpifarmaiion sor nag g

&g sk soea BEITTIR HOMES AND GASDENS

“Those boards
were murder to
Bla{:e and paint,

ut they were
worth it. That’s
the bedroom’s
unexpected
element, that
extra detail that
really makes
the space.”




